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Gulf Coast Texas Division

Executive Committee Meeting

November 13, 2006
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by Chairman Louise Lepie at the Houston Athletic Fencing Center at 4997 West Bellfort, Houston.  Other Officers present were Vice Chairman Rachel El-Saleh, Secretary Matt Delevoryas, and Treasurer Nicole Trojanowski.
The assembly discussed that the USFA Youth Development Commission had scheduled a Super Youth Circuit (SYC) tournament to occur within the boundaries of the Division on March 16-18, 2007.  But, on September 8th, 2006, the Executive Committee had resolved that a schedule should be considered to be as if it had been adopted by the Division Tournament Committee, a schedule which specified that March 17-18, 2007 would be an exclusive weekend for a tournament hosted by Spindletop Cavaliers.  Further, the Bylaws encouraged that the dates of any Regional Youth Circuit tournaments or SYCs held within the boundaries of the Division be considered blackout dates, on which the Division would sanction no tournaments.  The Bylaws recognize the possibility that a date could become a blackout date after a tournament already is scheduled.  Rachel El-Saleh, Chairman of the Division Tournament Committee (TC), and empowered by the TC to exercise the authority of the committee between meetings of the committee, announced that, by authority if the TC, March 16-18, 2007 had been declared to be blackout dates, and that, as prescribed by the Bylaws, the Spindletop Cavaliers tournament had been removed from the schedule, and Spindletop Cavaliers had been sent a calendar showing other available dates.  As prescribed by the Bylaws, Spindletop Cavaliers would have priority over all other claimants for dates for two weeks.
There was discussion of scheduling of non-USFA-sanctioned fencing competitions on the same dates as already-scheduled similar divisional competitions, and the effect on the availability of physical resources, manpower resources, and fencers.  It was noted that the Bylaws explicitly prohibited such situations where all the competitions were divisional competitions, but, given the lack of USFA sanction of the conflicting tournament, there was no violation of the letter of the law.  However, some parties had concerns that these situations were violating the spirit behind the law, and that the welfare of the Division and the welfare of the host club of the sanctioned tournament were diminished by such actions.  The assembly took no action.  However, there was an understanding that a letter about the situation might be sent by a representative of an affected party to the host of a competing non-USFA tournament.
By general consent, the assembly accepted the draft minutes of the previous (October 11) meeting, as they had appeared on the Division Web site.

The assembly adjourned by general consent at 7:33 PM.
Matt Delevoryas,

Secretary
Accepted March 4, 2007
